MODERN INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENTS   \ '^305

^ ''"^'?'  ' n

Bolshevism that they cheered every mention of the names of
Lenine, Trotzky and other Bolshevist leaders and laughed at
the recital of their brutality. I have seen a great demonstra-
tion of approval by hundreds of men and women, wage-earners,
when a Bolshevist defender in an Open Forum audience cried
out, "We don't want democracy: it is a fraud! We want a
proletarian dictatorship such as they have in Russia'7'

It is in such facts as these that the real peril of America
lies. Foolish indeed must we be to refuse to admit its grave
significance, or to attempt to console ourselves with the admit-
ted fact that such views arc held by a small minority, that the
great mass of the workers of America reject Bolshevism root
and branch. We cannot afford to build such a fool's palace of
false optimism. It is the very essence of Bolshevism that it
depends on the minority and docs not require the adhesion of
the majority In Russia there never has been a moment since
the overthrow of Kcrensky when the Bolsheviki were supported
by as many as ten per cent of the population In Germany,
again, the Spartacides, as the Bolsheviki of that country are
called, openly boasted that they were only a minority; that the
vast majority of the German workers were opposed to them,
but that they were determined to rule, nevertheless. There is
no danger that a majority of our people will become Bolshe-
viki ; what danger there is relates to a minority of embittered
and desperate souls. The most sanguine and daring of Bolshe-
vist agitators in this country hope only to reach that minority.

Most of the men and women who cheered Bolshevist propa-
ganda at the meetings referred to were of alien birth. Many
of them were unnattiralized and all of thcrri were as yet unas-
similated into our national life. In most cases they came to
America full of faith in democracy, expecting far too much
from it, and their faith has been destroyed, and replaced by
grim despair America has taken them into its industrial life
but has failed to win their affectionate trust. The basis for a
profoundly great patriotism is therefore lacking The seri-
ousness of this failure lies in the fact that, alone among the
great nations of the modern world, we have come to depend
upon an alien proletariat. "Eighty per cent of those who work
in our plant are foreign born," I was told by a manufacturer
in Bridgeport, Connecticut, "and forty-six languages are spoken
by them. They neither comprehend America nor love it"

The  surest  way to  promote   Bolshevism  is  to  permit  the